
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NECESSARY ART (21 September - 1 December 2011) 
 
“…not the old, not the new, but the necessary.” -  Vladimir Tatlin  
 
 
 
Garage Center for Contemporary Culture will launch a project entitled Necessary 
Art, which brings together seven contemporary Russian artists to create specially 
commissioned works of ‘public art’. Each of the works – to be placed in and around 
one of the historic pavilions in Gorky Park, Moscow – will invite the public to 
engage with art in a new way. The artists’ ideas take different forms – from 
interventions in the landscape, to performance, to alternative sculpture.  Every 
work encourages public interaction, either conceptually or physically, and they all 
present experimentalism in the park environment. 

The project was inspired by a well-known statement by Vladimir Tatlin concerning 

the role of art. Tatlin was central to the birth of Russian Constructivism, creating 

objects that were both sculpture and architecture. He has come to define the spirit 

of avant-gardism in the 20th century, the attempt to bring art to the service of 

everyday life. Much of Tatlin's work shows a desire to abolish the traditional 

representational function of art and put it to new, more practical uses, ultimately to 

serve the goals of Russia's Communist revolution. These ideas continue to be 

relevant today, and they have inspired Garage to allow art to actively serve 

everyday life in Moscow, to be accessible to everyone in the park. 

The project curator Yulia Aksenova asked: “Should artists be given freedom of 
expression; and if so, what are the social and political statements that should be 
voiced from this platform and within the public sphere as a whole? How can we 
create art that engages a new generation of artists to create new ideas?” 
 
Participating artists include the collaborative duo The MishMash Group, who will 
present The Rebirth of Venus, an interactive sculpture of the classical form of 
Venus de Milo, which visitors are encouraged to use to wash their hands, 
paradoxically accelerating the work’s disappearance and disintegration. Zhanna 
Kadyrova has given a street lamp a physical presence with her The Light for 
Climbers which functions as a climbing wall for visitors.  Two artists have taken 
inspiration from Gorky Park’s former incarnation as an amusement park. Irina 
Korina proposes to recycle elements of the old rides in her outdoor sculpture, 
Wintering. Meanwhile, Alexei Kostroma’s Knot, a giant inflatable sculpture, is 
reminiscent of an intricately twisted party balloon.  Roman Sakin marks the 
passage of time with Urban Sculpture, a square formed of twenty-five vertical rods 
with a moveable sphere on each,  whose configuration changes in accordance 
with individual Russian national holidays. Olga Treivas’ Flies is a metal frame 
illuminated by re-used glass lamp fixtures. Lastly, Ivan Brazhkin references 
Concrete Poetry in Fellow Traveller, quotes that run along the foot paths and 
accompany the public steps.  
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The 8,500 square meter hexagonal pavilion where the works will be presented was 
designed by architects Ivan Zholtovsky, Mikhail Parusnikov and Viktor Kokorin in 
1923. It was initially constructed to house the first All-Union Agricultural Exhibition, 
but later became a pre-war exhibition space for Soviet artists and sculptors. This 
historical venue will be the new site for Garage, opening to the public in 2012.  
 
Participants: Alexei Kostroma, Olga Treivas, Roman Sakin, The MishMash Group, 
Zhanna Kadyrova, Irina Korina and Ivan Brazhkin 
 
 
Yulia Aksenova read History of Art and Curating Contemporary Art at the Russian 
State University of the Humanities (1998-2002) and attended the Programme of 
New Art Strategy for Artists and Art Critics at the Soros Center of Contemporary 
Art (2000-2002). She later attended the International Curatorial Training Program 
de Appel in Amsterdam. Aksenova has held curatorial positions at the State 
Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow Center of Art and Garage.  Yulia has curated and co-
curated numerous exhibitions over the last 5 years. These include Russian Pop-art 
(2005) and Sots-Art: Political art in Russia (2007) at the Moscow State Tretyakov 
Gallery; numerous exhibitions at the Moscow Center of Art; Red October Gallery; 
Masters Hamfrey`s Clock, De Appel, Amsterdam (2008); Russian Utopias (2010) 
and Fantom Monuments (2011) at Garage. Aksenova has also written for several 
influential exhibition publications. 
 
 
Garage Center for Contemporary Culture is a major non-profit international arts 
space based in Moscow, dedicated to exploring and developing contemporary 
culture, which opened in 2008. There are two distinct areas of programming - to 
bring important international modern and contemporary art and culture to Moscow 
and to raise the profile of Russian contemporary culture and encourage a new 
generation of Russian artists.  These are explored through a series of exhibitions 
ranging from major surveys of important collections to single artist retrospectives or 
group exhibitions.  Garage also hosts a strong program of special on-site events, 
including talks, film screenings, workshops, performances and creative activities for 
children.  Garage’s space includes galleries, open exhibition areas, courtyard, cafe, 
kids space, purpose-built auditorium and media room, all designed by award 
winning architect Jamie Fobert. 
 
Garage will be relocating from its current space – the former 20th century 
Bakhmetevsky Bus Garage – to a new site in a historic pavilion inside Gorky Park, 
Moscow. Opening to the public in 2012, the space will be developed to include 
international standard gallery spaces, open exhibition areas, children’s creative 
spaces, education and learning facilities, a cafe and a shop. 
 
Garage is a project of The Iris Foundation, founded by Daria Zhukova. 
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Necessary Art  
21 September - 1 December 2011 
 
Garage Center for Contemporary Culture 
19A Ulitsa Obraztsova 
Moscow, Russia 
Tel: +7 495 6450520 
www.garageccc.com 
Center opening hours: 
Mon – Thurs 11.00 - 21.00 
Fri – Sun: 11.00 - 22.00 
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