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PRESS RELEASE

VINYL (9 October – 20 January 2011)

On 9 October 2011, Garage Center for Contemporary Culture will present Vinyl, an exhibition of records and covers compiled by the British collector, publisher and curator Guy Schraenen. The exhibition focuses on a special area of artistic creation in the 20th century, as visual artists began to work with sound, and as records and covers became media for the visual arts, a new and experimental art form was created.   The 30 x 30cm album cover provided artists with a new creative format as their work merged the fields of sound and the visual.

The exhibition presents nearly 700 albums alongside tapes, CDs, specialist magazines, reference books, catalogues and artworks. Garage visitors will also be able to connect the acoustic and the visual, as the exhibition will include a special ‘sound cabinet’ where it will be possible to listen to nearly 600 works in the collection.  

Vinyl is divided into different sections, ranging from the avant-garde movements of the twenties, including Dadaism and Futurism and other movements such as Fluxus, Nouveau Realism, Pop Art, Zaj and Concept Art up to the most recent sound experiments in the contemporary scene. Often the sound recordings are the results of performances or other actions, therefore the exhibition  helps to document important artistic movements of a period.  The exhibition also explores sound poetry, and;presents records by artists such as Hanne Darboven; Jean Dubuffet; Dieter Roth; Joseph Beuys; Laurie Anderson; William Burroughs and Allen Ginsberg; Henri Chopin’s OU magazine and the Giorno Poetry Systems. Singles feature works by artists including Yves Klein, Roman Opalka, Hermann Nitsch, Tom Wesselmann and Karel Appel.   Another important relationship which is highlighted is the collaboration between the visual arts, rock and pop.  With records by the Rolling Stones and the Beatles, and by more recent groups such as Kraftwerk and Sonic Youth, the album covers became icons through the work of Andy Warhol, Robert Franck, Peter Blake and Raymond Pettibon. 

Artists include
Guillaume Apollinaire, Art & Language, Antonin Artaud, Vito Acconci, Laurie Anderson, Karel Appel, Charles Amirkanian, Joseph Beuys, Claus Böhmler, Georg Baselitz, Club Moral, Philip Corner, Henri Chopin, Marcel Duchamp, Jean Dubuffet, Die Tödliche Doris, François Dufrêne, John Giorno, Brion Gysin, Raoul Hausmann, Bernard Heidsiek, Richard Hamilton, Juan Hidalgo, Sten Hanson, Ernst Jandl, Bengt-Emil Johnson, Christina Kubisch, Milan Knizak, Jaroslaw Kozlowski, Yves Klein, Laibach Maurice Lemaître, Arrigo Lora-Totino, Roy Lichtenstein, Les Levine, Sol LeWitt, Jackson Mac Low, Christian Marclay, Filippo T. Marinetti, Cildo Meirelles, Andrzej Mitan, Frederike Mayröcker, Franz Mon, Hermann Nitsch, Ladislav Novak, Hans Otte, Roman Opalka, Baudouin Oosterlynck, Nam June Paik, A. R. Penck, Artur Petronio, Michelangelo Pistoletto, Tom Phillips, Fabrizio Plessi, Mimmo Rotella, Gerhard Rühm, Dieter Roth, Antonio Russolo, Kurt Schwitters, Michel Seuphor, Michel Snow, Adriano Spatola, Paul Timmermans, Antoni Tàpies, Ben Vautier, 
Vinyl has been organised by the Research Centre for Artists’ Publications/Weserburg | Museum of Modern Art, Bremen, Germany and by the Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona (MACBA), Barcelona, Spain.

Curator Biography

Guy Schraenen is an advisor and independent curator, who was born in London but now lives and works in Paris. In 1974, Schraenen founded the Archive for Small Press & Communication (A.S.P.C.) to collect and preserve all types of art documentation (printed and sound). In 1989, Schraenen was also involved in the foundation of the first autonomous department devoted to artists’ publications at the Neues Museum Weserburg Bremen, Germany now the Weserburg Museum of Modern Art and University of Bremen. Schraenen has advised and curated at a number of European institution, Serralves Museum, Porto; MGLC, Ljubljana; MACBA, Barcelona; Reina Sophia, Madrid; Weserburg, Bremen; Fundación Juan March, Madrid. He has also participated in many group exhibitions including D’une oeuvre l’autre, Out of Print – an Archive as Artisitc concept, Metamorphosis of Writing and Vinyl – Records and Covers by Artists.

Further information

Garage Center for Contemporary Culture is a major non-profit international arts space based in Moscow, dedicated to exploring and developing contemporary culture which opened in 2008. There are two distinct areas of programming - 'to bring important international modern and contemporary art and culture to Moscow' and 'to raise the profile of Russian contemporary culture and encourage a new generation of Russian artists'.  These are explored within a series of exhibitions ranging from major surveys of important collections to single-artist retrospectives or group exhibitions.  Garage also hosts a strong program of special on-site events including talks, film screenings, workshops, performances and creative activities for children.

Housed in a 20th century Constructivist masterpiece by Konstantin Melnikov, Garage’s space includes galleries, open exhibition spaces, courtyard, cafe, kids space, purpose built auditorium and media room, all designed by award winning architect Jamie Fobert. 
Garage is a project of the Iris Foundation, founded by Daria Zhukova.
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