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PRESS RELEASE

THE NEW DÉCOR (21 October – 6 February 2011) 

The New Décor is an international survey of over 30 contemporary artists from 22 countries who have created sculptures and installations which explore interior design as a means of engaging with changes in contemporary culture.  The artists have transformed, subverted or recast the appearance of objects we associate with the everyday – a bed, a shelf, a lamp – into something uncanny, compelling, and revealing.  Their work plays on the evolution of our interior and exterior environments, as objects metamorphose into a hub of competing references, evoking individual as well as collective scenarios, historical events as well as intimate encounters.

The New Décor will fill the Melnikov Gallery at Garage, including Tom Burr’s work Comfortably Numb, which explores both public and private realms by combining the camp glamour of a hinged folding pink reflective screen with a matte black clad reverse redolent of sex club decor.  Martin Boyce’s Some Broken Morning which will provide the web for the spider with its giant geometrically shaped strip lighting which hovers above the visitor.  Elmgreen & Dragset show their Powerless Structures, doors that go nowhere, rendering them as dysfunctional and absurd with serious undertones.  Jimmie Durham has created A Meteoric Fall to Heaven which features an elegant Viennese armchair desecrated by a heavy rock in a carefully orchestrated vandalism.  Los Carpinteros presents Cama, a bed extruded in the form of a motorway flyover complete with slip roads, curiously mixing domesticity with the built environment. And with his brightly coloured flat-footed aluminium sculpture Omega, Franz West will invite interaction by providing somewhere for visitors to perch and rest.

Ralph Rugoff, Director of the Hayward Gallery in London and curator of the exhibition commented  “The New Décor challenges visitors’ perceptions of their own environment and explores a new chapter in the history of exhibitions looking at art and design. In French the word décor refers to stage sets as well as interior design, and in a similar spirit the works in this exhibition explore an arena between practicality and imagination, theatre and everyday life by drawing out the social, historical and personal stories which are embedded in the furnishings that surround us.”

To celebrate The New Décor travelling to Moscow, Garage has invited two artists - Jaroslaw Kozlowski and Diango Hernández to create newly commissioned works involving assemblages of locally sourced Russian materials and furniture.  The resulting works will allow Garage visitors to reconsider their relationship with more familiar or basic domestic Russian forms as they are refashioned and reconceptualized into art work, they will be challenged to reassess their encounters with both sculpture and décor.

Artists include 

Monica Bonvicini (Italy), Martin Boyce (Britain), Tom Burr (USA), Los Carpinteros (Cuba), Loris Cecchini (Italy), Jimmie Durham (USA), Elmgreen & Dragset (ScandinaviaDenmark), Gelitin (Austria), Mona Hatoum (Lebanon), Jim Lambie (Scotland), Sarah Lucas (Britain), Ernesto Neto (Brazil), Ugo Rondinone (Switzerland), Doris Salcedo (Colombia), Rosemary Trockel (Germany), Tatiana Trouve (Italy), Franz West (Austrian), Angela Bulloch (Canada), Lee Bul (South Korea), Alexey Buldakov (Russia), Nicole Wermers (Germany), Fabrice Gygi (Switzerland),  Thea Djordjadze (Georgia), Anna Zholud (Russia), Jaroslaw Kozlowski (Poland), Sergey Mironenko (Russia),  Raqs Media Collective (India), Pascale Marthine Tayou (France), Anna Titiova (Russia), Spencer Finch (USA), Urs Fischer (Switzerland), Marc Camille Chaimowicz (France).

Curator Biography

Ralph Rugoff (born 1957)

Curator of The New Décor exhibition and director of the Hayward Gallery in London. Since his appointment as Director of the Hayward Gallery in May 2006, Ralph has curated the acclaimed exhibitions, Ed Ruscha: Fifty Years of Painting; Psycho Buildings: Artists Take On Architecture; The Painting of Modern Life and, most recently, The New Décor. Prior to his appointment, Ralph was the Director of the CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts in San Francisco from 2000, where he was also the founding chair of the Curatorial Practice Program at the California College of the Arts.  He has organised numerous group exhibitions over the past 15 years as well as individual projects with artists such as Jeremy Deller, Ann Veronica Janssens, Mike Kelley and Mike Nelson.  He has written for newspapers and magazines, and has contributed essays for books and periodicals on a wide range of contemporary artists, including Circus Americanus (Verso), a book of essays on popular visual culture.   In 2002 Ralph served as a curatorial advisor to the Sydney Biennale, and in 2005 he was a curatorial correspondent for the Turin Triennale. In December 2005, he was awarded the Katherine Ordway prize given in recognition of important contributions to the field of contemporary arts and letters.  
Further information

Garage Center for Contemporary Culture is a major non-profit international arts space based in Moscow, dedicated to exploring and developing contemporary culture which opened in 2008. There are two distinct areas of programming - 'to bring important international modern and contemporary art and culture to Moscow' and 'to raise the profile of Russian contemporary culture and encourage a new generation of Russian artists'.  These are explored within a series of exhibitions ranging from major surveys of important collections to single-artist retrospectives or group exhibitions.  Garage also hosts a strong program of special on-site events including talks, film screenings, workshops, performances and creative activities for children.

Housed in a 20th century Constructivist masterpiece by Konstantin Melnikov, Garage’s space includes galleries, open exhibition spaces, courtyard, cafe, kids space, purpose built auditorium and media room, all designed by award winning architect Jamie Fobert. 
Garage is a project of the Iris Foundation, founded by Daria Zhukova.
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