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PRESS RELEASE

RUSSIA’S LEADING ARTISTS TO LAUNCH MAJOR NEW ART CENTRE IN MOSCOW (17 September – 19 October 2008)
An exhibition of major installations by international leading artists Ilya and Emilia Kabakov will launch Moscow’s new art space, Garage Center for Contemporary Culture, as part of the first major retrospective of the artists’ work in their native city. The exhibition will open to the public on 17 September and will form part of a week of exhibition openings and visual arts projects in the city.

The works on show will include pieces on loan from private collections and museums internationally: The Alternative History of Art, 2005, which explores a new version of the 20th century Russian avant-garde by presenting the work of three fictitious artists, and The Red Wagon, 1991, a Russian-style wagon decorated with Social Realist paintings from which Vladimir Tarasov’s specially arranged Soviet songs emanate.

The exhibition will be presented at three venues across Moscow: Garage Center for Contemporary Culture, the State Pushkin Museum and the Center of Contemporary Art “Winzavod”. It is organised under the auspices of Russia’s Ministry of Culture and Cinematography and curated by Moscow Biennale commissioner Joseph Backstein with art historian Robert Storr as curatorial adviser. 

Emilia Kabakov said “This is a very important show because it is our city, and because we will be able to show the ‘total installations’ in Moscow for the first time. We selected very important works and it’s exactly 20 years since Ilya left Russia.” 

The Kabakovs promise that an important announcement will be made at a press conference at GCCC Moscow on 16 September to coincide with the exhibition’s opening. The symposium, Contemporary Russian Art: Aesthetics and Politics, will be attended by Metropolitan Museum curator Gary Tinterow; Professor of the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign and Director of the Phillips Collection in Washington DC, Jonathan Fineberg; Director/Curator of the Santa Fe Biennale, Lance Fung; owner of the Honart Museum, Tehran, Ebrahim Melamed; President of the Russian Avant-Garde Foundation, Sergey Gordeev; Russian art historian Ekaterina Degot; art critic Boris Groys; Dean of Yale University, art critic and curator Robert Storr; art historian and curator Margarita Tupitsyn; and University of Chicago art historian Matthew Jesse Jackson, with New York-based Kabakov scholar Amei Wallach as moderator. 

The Moscow-wide retrospective has been organised by the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation, Moscow Government, State Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts, GCCC Moscow and Art Foundation Moscow Biennale. 

Co-organisers are State Museum and Exhibition Centre ROSIZO, Center of Contemporary Art “Winzavod” and Contemporary City Foundation.  

The Kabakov exhibition has been made possible with the financial support of Roman Abramovich.

Further information

Garage Center for Contemporary Culture is a major non-profit international arts space based in Moscow, dedicated to exploring and developing contemporary culture which opened in 2008. There are two distinct areas of programming - 'to bring important international modern and contemporary art and culture to Moscow' and 'to raise the profile of Russian contemporary culture and encourage a new generation of Russian artists'.  These are explored within a series of exhibitions ranging from major surveys of important collections to single-artist retrospectives or group exhibitions.  Garage also hosts a strong program of special on-site events including talks, film screenings, workshops, performances and creative activities for children.

Housed in a 20th century Constructivist masterpiece by Konstantin Melnikov, Garage’s space includes galleries, open exhibition spaces, courtyard, cafe, kids space, purpose built auditorium and media room, all designed by award winning architect Jamie Fobert. 
Garage is a project of the Iris Foundation, founded by Daria Zhukova
Ilya and Emilia Kabakov 
17 September – 19 October 2008
Garage Center for Contemporary Culture 
19A Ulitsa Obraztsova                
Moscow, Russia                                  
Tel: +7 495 6450520                             
www.garageccc.com                                    
Center opening hours:                                                               
Mon – Thurs 11.00 - 21.00                    
Fri – Sun: 11.00 - 22.00
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