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PRESS RELEASE

Symposium: HOW SOON IS NOW 
(5 February 2011)

On 5 February 2011, Garage Center for Contemporary Culture will celebrate the exhibition How Soon is Now with an international Symposium in Moscow, attended by the world’s leading curators, artists and writers.

Through a variety of artist and curator talks, interviews and discussions, the Symposium will contextualize the exhibition and provide an insight into the new thinking around photography as a medium for contemporary artists.  The event will reflect the thoughts of artists and curators, together with themes around the medium of photography in a broader sense.

Attendees include: Marina Abramović (artist), Anton Belov (Director of Garage Center for Contemporary Culture), Tom Eccles (curator), Tim Griffin (Editor-at-Large of Artforum International), Maja Hoffmann (LUMA Foundation Founder), Alex Klein (artist and writer), Rem Koolhaas (architect), Leigh Ledare (artist), Hans Ulrich Obrist (curator), Philippe Parreno (artist), Gilad Ratman (artist), André Rottmann (academic), Beatrix Ruf (curator), Taryn Simon (artist), David Weiss (artist) and Daria Zhukova (Garage Founder)

How Soon is Now was the first major exhibition of photography at Garage and presents fifteen contemporary artists working with the photographic medium, selected by Tom Eccles, Liam Gillick, Hans Ulrich Obrist, Philippe Parreno and Beatrix Ruf. The group exhibition showcases a broad curatorial perspective of international contemporary photography and offers the visitor a snapshot of each artist.

How Soon is Now was originally co-produced by the Rencontres d’Arles and the LUMA Foundation for the International Photography Festival 2010 under the title ‘Arles 2010 Discovery Award Exhibition’ www.rencontres-arles.com.

The LUMA Foundation - exclusive supporter of the Discovery Award and the two Book Awards - has in addition created the LUMA Award, to be selected and presented each year by an internationally renowned artist. The 2010 LUMA Award winner Trisha Donnelly was chosen by Peter Fischli and David Weiss. The Discovery Award was awarded by the public to Taryn Simon.

The LUMA Foundation has been a partner of Rencontres d’Arles since the Awards were founded in 2002. A non-profit foundation, the LUMA Foundation supports projects and independent creative ventures in the sphere of art, images, publishing, documentary and multimedia. The foundation also specializes in ventures combining the environment, education and culture in its broadest and most innovative sense, thus instituting a fruitful dialogue between domains, which rarely come into contact with each other.  

Further information

Garage Center for Contemporary Culture is a major non-profit international arts space based in Moscow, dedicated to exploring and developing contemporary culture which opened in 2008. There are two distinct areas of programming - 'to bring important international modern and contemporary art and culture to Moscow' and 'to raise the profile of Russian contemporary culture and encourage a new generation of Russian artists'.  These are explored within a series of exhibitions ranging from major surveys of important collections to single-artist retrospectives or group exhibitions.  Garage also hosts a strong program of special on-site events including talks, film screenings, workshops, performances and creative activities for children.

Housed in a 20th century Constructivist masterpiece by Konstantin Melnikov, Garage’s space includes galleries, open exhibition spaces, courtyard, cafe, kids space, purpose built auditorium and media room, all designed by award winning architect Jamie Fobert. 

Garage is a project of the Iris Foundation, founded by Daria Zhukova
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