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PRESS RELEASE

The MishMash Group at ARCOmadrid
Contemporary Art Fair, Madrid, (16 - 20 February 2011)
Garage Center for Contemporary Culture is presenting Russian artists The MishMash Group at ARCOmadrid this year, with a special interactive performance and an artist created stand for visitors, as part of the museum program for Focus Russia at the fair.

The MishMash Group will be inviting visitors to become part of the performance during Volumes of Desires and Various Types of Voids at 17.00 on 18 February at Circulo de Bellas Artes.  During the performance, the group will encourage visitors to come and ‘sculpt their wishes’.  As visitors sit, the artists will cast the void between the visitor’s hands in plaster, while in a symbolic pose of prayer and contemplation. By the end of the performance, all the casts will be assimilated into a large sculptural panel, representing the relics left from visitors’ thoughts during the day. The artists wish is that all visitors become part of the performance, and their individual thoughts and most precious prayers will be materialized and calcified into a large joint artwork. 

Volumes of Desires and Various Types of Voids presents a reoccurring theme in The MishMash Group’s work, as they often invite the public to become part of their art and together create a collective work, where the role of viewer and artist is merged.   It also touches on many of the areas they often present in their work, such as eternity, time, space and the idea of sacred.  Garage curator Yulia Aksenova commented ‘their performance connects to our contemporary experience what is sacred or in fact religious, with issues of faith being linked to the secular and routine rather than the sublime and otherworldly’.

In addition to their performance, The MishMash Group have created a special installation at the stand for Garage Center for Contemporary Culture within the ARCOmadrid fair. Once again, the artists invite visitors to be part of their performance and installation.  The Group will erect a large blank papered wall, behind which they have created an engraved panel designed with details of art works exhibited in Garage’s space in the last few years.  Visitors are invited to playfully reveal the design with waxes, similar to the process of brass rubbing in a sacred space.  The resulting work gives visitors a snapshot of Garage whilst encouraging them to ‘make their mark’ in the process.
Artists include
The MishMash Group (Misha Leykin and Masha Sumnina)
Masha SUMNINA (born 1977) graduated from Moscow Academy of Printing in 2001. Misha LEYKIN (born 1968) graduated from Moscow Architectural Institute in 1994, member of  Iced architects Group. Both now live and work in Moscow. 
The group has exhibited both in Russia and internationally, most recently at First Moscow International Performance Festival, Garage Center for Contemporary Culture (2010); ArtPlay, Moscow (2010); NCCA, Moscow and Lyon (2010); Open Gallery, Moscow (2010); Europian Atelier at CHA, Moscow (2009); Absolut Creative Future at Winzavod, Moscow (2009); Russian Dreams at Buss Museum, Miami, USA. They have also been short listed for the Kandinsky Award, Russia.
Further information
Garage Center for Contemporary Culture is a major non-profit international arts space based in Moscow, dedicated to exploring and developing contemporary culture which opened in 2008. There are two distinct areas of programming - 'to bring important international modern and contemporary art and culture to Moscow' and 'to raise the profile of Russian contemporary culture and encourage a new generation of Russian artists'.  These are explored within a series of exhibitions ranging from major surveys of important collections to single-artist retrospectives or group exhibitions.  Garage also hosts a strong program of special on-site events including talks, film screenings, workshops, performances and creative activities for children.

Housed in a 20th century Constructivist masterpiece by Konstantin Melnikov, Garage’s space includes galleries, open exhibition spaces, courtyard, cafe, kids space, purpose built auditorium and media room, all designed by award winning architect Jamie Fobert. 
Garage is a project of the Iris Foundation, founded by Daria Zhukova.
Garage Center for Contemporary Culture with The MishMash Group

Stand 10G24

16 - 20 February 2011

Special Performance

18 February 2011, 17.00 – 20.00

Volumes of Desires and Various Types of Voids

Performance by Russian art collective The MishMash Group
Circulo de Bellas Artes, Fuentecilla Room 

Calle de Alcalá 42, Madrid 

Garage Center for Contemporary Culture 
19A Ulitsa Obraztsova                
Moscow, Russia                                  
Tel: +7 495 6450520                             
www.garageccc.com                                    
Center opening hours:                                                               
Mon – Thurs 11.00 - 21.00                    
Fri – Sun: 11.00 - 22.00
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