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PRESS RELEASE

100 YEARS OF PERFORMANCE, FEATURING FRANCESCO VEZZOLI 
AT GARAGE (19 June – 26 September 2010)
Direct from New York, Garage Center for Contemporary Culture will present an exhibition of 100 Years of Performance curated by Klaus Biesenbach, PS1 Chief Curatorial Advisor and MoMA Chief Curator of Media and Performance Art, and RoseLee Goldberg, Director and Curator of Performa, featuring a special exhibition created by performance artist Francesco Vezzoli and culminating in a performance festival.

100 Years of Performance (Version #3, Moscow, June 2010) traces the development of performance art over the past century with a wealth of assembled archival documents, photography, film, and audio materials.  The exhibition provides a fascinating overview of some of the most significant performance art movements, happenings, and seminal works, from the Futurist Manifesto in 1909 until the present day. The exhibition includes work by Yayoi Kusama, Yoko Ono’s Cut Piece (1965); Francis Alÿs’ When Faith Moves Mountains (2002); Matthew Barney’s Drawing Restraint (2005). 

The internationally acclaimed artist Francesco Vezzoli will present an exhibition of his iconic performance piece with Lady Gaga and dancers from the Bolshoi Ballet from 2009. The exhibition will document the highly visual performance, which took references from Le Bal (1929), the only one of the Ballet Russes’ performances that was designed by Balanchine in collaboration with an Italian artist, the Surrealist Giorgio de Chirico.  Vezzoli collaborated with others to conceive every detail of the interior space, which included a piano artwork by Damien Hirst and costumes by Miuccia Prada, to create a “living, breathing artwork.” The elaborate work combined the different genres of video, petit-point embroidery, photography, and live performance.  

100 Years of Performance (Moscow, June 2010) is organized by PS1 Contemporary Art Center and Performa. The exhibition is curated by Klaus Biesenbach, PS1 Chief Curatorial Advisor and MoMA Chief Curator of Media and Performance Art; and RoseLee Performa Goldberg, Director and Curator. 

The exhibition is made possible by the Annual Exhibition Fund of PS1 Contemporary Art Center with generous support from Julia Stoschek.

Further information

Garage Center for Contemporary Culture is a major non-profit international arts space based in Moscow, dedicated to exploring and developing contemporary culture which opened in 2008. There are two distinct areas of programming - 'to bring important international modern and contemporary art and culture to Moscow' and 'to raise the profile of Russian contemporary culture and encourage a new generation of Russian artists'.  These are explored within a series of exhibitions ranging from major surveys of important collections to single-artist retrospectives or group exhibitions.  Garage also hosts a strong program of special on-site events including talks, film screenings, workshops, performances and creative activities for children.

Housed in a 20th century Constructivist masterpiece by Konstantin Melnikov, Garage’s space includes galleries, open exhibition spaces, courtyard, cafe, kids space, purpose built auditorium and media room, all designed by award winning architect Jamie Fobert. 
Garage is a project of the Iris Foundation, founded by Daria Zhukova.
100 Years of Performance featuring Francesco Vezzoli

19 June – 26 September 2010

Garage Center for Contemporary Culture 
19A Ulitsa Obraztsova                
Moscow, Russia                                  
Tel: +7 495 6450520                             
www.garageccc.com                                    
Center opening hours:                                                               
Mon – Thurs 11.00 - 21.00                    
Fri – Sun: 11.00 - 22.00
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